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Hello!
Welcome to our Summer 2008 Newsletter.

This issue is chock full of news about confer-
ences just completed and the Big One yet to
come. Frank Newport and the picture page
fill you in on the wonders of the last annual
meeting of our national body, AAPOR (the
American Association of Public Opinion Re-
search, www.aapor.org), which took place in
New Orleans in May. And Floyd Ciruli gives
you the scoop on the great stuff that went on
at our last annual conference of PAPOR, this
past December.

We're now on track for a 2008 PAPOR confer-
ence that may be one of our best yet. Please
join us for all the fun and wisdom on Decem-
ber 11 and 12, 2008, at the beautiful Sir Fran-
cis Drake Hotel, in the heart of the Union
Square shopping district. In this issue, you
will see general information about that confer-
ence and its schedule. Not long from now, we
will send out additional information updating
you on the details of the short course and
other aspects of the conference.

For now, please be sure to hold the dates for

this year’s conference, send us any proposal
you have for a presentation or set of presenta-
tions, and please consider the opportunities
for being one of the sponsors of the confer-
ence, including the opportunity to sponsor our
annual student paper competition.

This year so far, | have been most privileged
to be working with a PAPOR Council that is
one of the most helpful and highly engaged
that | have known of during my 10 years of
participating in PAPOR. Yet we can always
benefit from input from you all out there. If any
of you have any questions or suggestions for
the Council to address, please don'’t hesitate
to pass them along to me or to any of the
Council members you see on page 9. And
that includes ideas for our next newsletter.

Thanks to PAPOR Vice-President Ginger Bla-
zier for all the hard and valuable work putting
this newsletter together, and to all those who
contributed to it's content and production!

All the best wishes,

Doug Strand

PAPOR Member Profile - Total 151 members

Geographic Breakdown

Area # %
Canada 1 1%

Colorado 2 1%

East Coast 4 3%

Hawaii 1 1%

Midwest 1 1%

Nevada 1 1%

Northern CA 74 55%
Oregon 5 4%
Southern CA | 33 25%

tah 3 2%

V\)Hshirgton 9 7%

Affiliation Breakdown

Academic 33%
Commercial 36%
Government 5%
Non-Profit 15%
Other/Unknown 11%
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2008 AAPOR Conference
May 15-18, 2008 - in New Orleans

This year's conference was held in the fascinating City of New Orleans -- a fitting location given the theme of the Confer-
ence: "Polls for the Public Good ". The conference brought together almost a thousand of the country's leading public
opinion research scientists to discuss and analyze the latest research on public opinion and survey methodology, theory,
and results.

Report from the 2008 AAPOR Conference Chair --By Fank Newport

This year's 63rd annual 2008 AAPOR Conference provided an outstanding opportunity for AAPOR members to maintain and upgrade their pro-
fessional status at the cutting edge of the public opinion research profession. We also had the wonderful opportunity to get to know the extraor-
dinary city of New Orleans — both its fabled “fun” side, and the resilient side resolutely recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina.

A major focus of the conference was the impact of the restructuring of the American population's telephone use patterns. As we all know, the
dominant survey research methodology using RDD methods applied to landline telephone exchanges is swiftly being challenged by the shift to
exclusive or predominant cell phone use. Seven separate sessions at the AAPOR Conference featured scientific papers devoted exclusively to
research in this area. A number of additional sessions focused in part on the implications of telephone use pattern changes.

Other provocative sessions dealt with combining and contrasting interviewing modes, the use of virtual interviewing, and a comprehensive re-
view of new developments in television and radio ratings procedures. This year's conference also included research relating to broader issues
affecting the validity of survey sampling and interviewing in a wide variety of contexts, including in particular issues relating to non-response.

All of these sessions underscored AAPOR members' interest in the core, methodological underpinnings of their profession, particularly impor-
tant in a time of accelerating change in the research environment. Indeed, it would have been difficult for the conscientious Conference attendee
to come away from New Orleans with anything less than a solid understanding of where the survey research profession stands at this point
relating to the key methodological challenges we face.

The Conference included a number of papers examining the substance of public opinion. These ranged across analyses of issues relating to
this year's presidential election, attitudes towards immigration, news coverage of poll results, educational issues, public attitudes towards sci-
ence, and many more. Sessions focused on the conference theme of "Polls for the Public Good" analyzed the way in which collective opinion
can be used to inform and direct decisions that move society forward in a maximally effective way.

In that vein, the remarkable Thursday plenary session -- co-sponsored with Tulane University -- allowed mem-
bers to share in the insights and observations of key public officials responsible for the recovery of the New
Orleans area in the aftermath of the devastating effects of Hurricane Katrina. New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin,
Louisiana Lt. Governor Mitch Landrieu, Louisiana Recovery Authority Chair Dr. Norman Francis, Federal coor-
dinator of Gulf Coast Rebuilding Donald Powell, and Tulane President Dr. Scott Cowen discussed the role of
public opinion in their decision making and recovery efforts. Separately, many AAPOR members were part of
tours and briefings on the post-Katrina New Orleans of today, and came away from a new understanding of
the challenges the city continues to face.

Members at the same time took advantage of the wonderful New Orleans spirit and ambience that was very much up and running full steam as
AAPOR held its conference. With the fabled French Quarter no more than a brief walk from the hotel's front door, and the riverfront, casinos,
Garden District, and museums all close by, members were treated to a conference environment difficult to duplicate anywhere else in the U.S.

About 850 members took part in this year's AAPOR Conference, one of the highest attended conferences of the decade. More good news
comes from the fact that over 200 of these were first time AAPOR attendees — boding well for AAPOR’s future. All in all, the AAPOR Confer-
ence 2008 was an exciting, informative, and professionally rewarding three days of learning and sharing with public opinion research experts
and colleagues.

WWW.PAPOR.ORG




PAPOR Members at the 2008 AAPOR Conference

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
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six $25 Amazon gift cards )

Kathleen Frankovic, CBS Quin Monson, BYU
David Grant, UCLA Kelly Patterson, BYU

Stuart Kasdin, UCSD Cheryl Wiese, GHC
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PAPOR 2007: The Conference Before the Storm
By Floyd Ciruli

In December 2007, one month before the roar optheidential primaries and caucuses, Hillary Clint@s inevitable and John
McCain was below the radar. The annual PAPOR cente was perfectly timed in early December tossstiee coming storm.

For four years, PAPOR has gathered the West'sigaulblisters, academics and public affairs medi&an Francisco, most re-
cently in Union Square, to review elections andrtimepact for public policy, to hear about the ktten-depth issue research, and to
preview upcoming elections.

The 2007 conference was a joint event between PAR®@RField Research Corporation, which annuallyhspos its own training
and issues conference. It attracted a record @®qarticipants for sessions on health policyomati elections and, a perennial fa-
vorite, “The Western States Roundtable.”

The conference plenary highlighted “Campaigns i@&8@nd was organized jll Darling (Los Angeles Timesssociate polling
director). The session was moderatediark Barabak (Los Angeles Timgwolitical reporter) and featured Democratic peltst
Ben Tulchin (Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research)@ioét Dresner (Dresner, Wicker and Associates), pollster foisptential
candidate and former Arkansas governor, Mike Huekab

Dresner cited the irony of his speaking to a pgliionference for a presidential candidate who ldatonducted a poll a month
before the lowa caucus. In December 2007, the IR Party looked likely to have candidate gradd@nd a possible brokered
convention, and Dresner admitted that it was titledknown and underfinanced Huckabee’s only hope.

Chapter Presidemichard Rands and conference chaifill Darling , welcomed the attendees to the annual confereviteh is the
highlight of the PAPOR year. The conference opemigd a short course on polling’s ubiquitous togicell Phones and Their Im-
pact on Survey Research,” presented &Yoya Rembert-Lang of CMOR.

Doug Strand (Kaiser Permanente), newly elected PAPOR pretsideganized the methodology panel with preseriathew
Berent of Intuit Inc. (withJon Krosnick of Stanford University, co-autholyjario Callegaro of Knowledge Networks (with
Charles DiSogra co-author) andleil Malhotra of Stanford University.

The impact of health care on the 2008 presiderdiz@ was the subject of the health policy panelak chaired bivark

DiCamillo of The Field Poll.Mollyann Brodie (Kaiser Family Foundationfnthony Salvanto (CBS News Poll), student compe-
tition chair andSusan Pinkus(Los Angeles Timgwolling director) each presented papers on heullicy and the electionCath-
erine DesRochegMassachusetts General Hospital Institute for theRblicy) discussed the adoption of electronidthe@cords.

The Western States Roundtable received statefegséntations froriMark DiCamillo of The Field PolMark Baldassare of
Public Policy Institute of CalifornigGtuart Elway of Elway Research of Washington State Radbert Eisinger from Oregon’s
Lewis and Clark College. Their presentations fasted the looming presidential primaries and tlosmects for competitive state-
wide elections for president, senate and goverces in November 2008. The growing impact of irhejent voters and the pros-
pect for governmental reforms, such as changing-temit laws, were leading topics.

California polls released around the conference bgtField Research and PPIC previewed the tighteDemocratic race, with
Senator Hillary Clinton’s lead slipping against 8tm Barack Obama, and former New York Mayor Rudyli@ni in a closer race
with Huckabee.

A new poster session was inaugurated in 2007 vagtgrs submitted b$teven Snellof Brigham Young University, “The Malle-
ability of Immigrant Inclusion”Susan Loshof Florida State University, “Generalization, Ageender and Education and American
Public Understanding of Health Issues, 1988-200@'Jhn Rodgersof Public Research Institute San Francisco Staiedusity,
“The Survey Simulator Prototype Software for Estimg Telephone Interviewing Time.”

The concluding session on national elections wagett byAnthony Salvanto of CBS News and includetbn Cohenof the
Washington PosDoug Strand of Kaiser Permanent&uin Monson, a professor at Brigham Young UniversiBoug Riversof
Polimetrix and_ynn Vavreck of UCLA. Jon Cohen, the new polling director foeWashington Pospresented the paper’s latest
presidential data.

At the concluding lunch, the conference’s recotdratance and high-interest presentations wereredézb A new slate of officers
and council was elected, and San Francisco wasmnoasly reselected as the site for the 2008 Decentrdference. See page 9
for a list of the 2008 executive council members.




2008 PAPOR Annual Conference
December 11-12, 2008

Sir Francis Drake Hotel

San Francisco, CA

Preliminary Conference Schedule Outline:

Thursday, December 11 , begins with a Short Course—
Details TBA

Previous conferences have featured short courses on a variety of
topics:

2007 - Cell Phone and Survey Research.
Instructors: LaToya Lang, CMOR and Linda Petarski, SSI

2006 - Multidimensional Scaling Theory and Applica-
tions for Public Opinion Research.
Instructor: William G. Jacoby, Michigan State University

2005 - Quantitative Report Analysis and Writing: How
to Create Interest in the Datal
Instructor: Kathy Dykeman

2004 - Visual Aspects of Survey Design.
Instructor: Don Dillman, University of Washington

Friday, December 12

Panels

Poster Session
Presentation of Student
Paper Award Winners
Group lunch (included)
Chapter meeting, and
election of officers

Thursday, December 11

Panel sessions
Plenary
Dinner (included)

PAPOR is seeking sponsors for our Student Paper Com
Help Encourage Students of Public Opinion and Get M

Sir Francis Drake - San Francisco's Union Square

"This landmark hotel is one of San Francisco's gran d dames,
operating continuously since 1928 in the heart of U nion
Square. The Kimpton Hotel company has done a wonder  ful job
renovating the hotel (which was sorely needed since I was a
kid), giving this elegant lady a much-needed makeov  er. I've
always been a fan of the Hotel Monaco's modern, sli  ghtly off-
beat interiors with bold patterns and custom furnis hings, and
they've incorporated a similar style at this proper ty, though
with a cream and sage green color scheme. It's alwa ys a pleas-
ure to have Tom Sweeny, the ebullient (and legendar ) Beef-
eater doorman, handle your bags as you enter the el  egant,
captivating lobby with its gilded high ceilings, gl ittering crystal
chandeliers, and massive curved marble staircase th  at leads
to a mezzanine overlooking bustling Powell Street. It's a grand

entrance experience you won't soon forget.”- Fromme  rs

Come for the conference, stay the weekend!

Make reservations between now and November 6th

to receive special rate, by calling the Sir Francis

Drake directly at 800-227-5480 and mention the
“PAPOR Annual Meeting”.

Conference Rates are $169 for 1-2 people; $189 for
3; or $209 for 4 and are available Dec 10-13. Book
soon! The number of rooms at that rate are limited.

petition

ajor Visibility at the Same Time!

The competition seeks to recognize excellence in student conducted public opinion research in the Western Region Universi-
ties and to encourage students to consider continuing on with public opinion research in the future by exposing them to the
professional association and the broader research community. Student winners are publicly honored and present their re-
search at the PAPOR annual conference. In addition they receive a cash prize ($500 for first place, $250 for the runner up)

and travel expenses to attend the conference.

The sponsors of the competition will receive significant visibility and promotion locally and nationwide, in a variety of ways.
The sponsor is mentioned prominently in the marketing of the competition to universities, professors, and through mailings to
national AAPOR and PAPOR memberships. They are recognized at the conference through signage, a prominent place in the
program, and there will be plentiful photo opportunities during the sponsor-led presentation of the award. Finally, the sponsor
is featured in the announcement of the winner in all national and local membership PAPOR releases, and if the student pre-
sents the paper at the national conference in 2009, the sponsor will be mentioned there, as well.

This is an excellent opportunity to raise the visibility of your organization at the same time as helping to promote young people

to enter into the field.

Interested parties please contact: Floyd Ciruli, Conference Chair— fciruli@aol.com or Doug Strand, PAPOR President —

Doug.A.Strand@kp.org

Other Sponsorship Opportunities—

See Sponsorship Level Detail on Page 6




2008 PAPOR CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Your PAPOR Conference sponsorship supports the continued growth of the Pacific Chapter of the American Association for Public Opinion Re-
search. Conference sponsorship opportunities are available at any level from Silver Level at $250 to Executive Level at $2,000—$2,500. Diamond
and Gold sponsorships include the ability to request to sponsor an individual event. Events include refreshment breaks or wine with dinner on Thurs-

day, or breakfast on Friday. Silver sponsors may request co-sponsorships of these events. Specific event sponsorship requests will be honored on
a first-come, first-served basis.

EXECUTIVE Level - $2000 - $2500

Student Paper Competition Sponsor —$2,500
$ &
%!

o
%

Exclusive Meal Sponsor —$2,000

DIAMOND Level - $1000 PLATINUM Level - $750
Co-Sponsor a Meal, or Exclusively Sponsor a Brealor Sponsor a Designated Break
Wine w/Dinner

GOLD Level - $500

_ SILVER Level - $250
Co-Sponsor a Designated Break

Group up with other sponsors

# " $ %
%

%




Submission deadline: October 30

We are looking for presenters on a wide variety of topics, including, but not limited to:

- The presidential primaries and 2008 general election.

- Survey design and methodological issues, including cell phones and on-line polling.

- Public policy issues, including gay rights, immigration, the environment, health care.

- A "Western States" round table, on the issues that drive discussion in your state.

If you have a great idea for a paper to present or a panel you would like to organize, send it along! Proposals for
papers or presentations are welcome from journalists, political consultants, academic researchers, market re-
searchers, pollsters, and all other kinds of professionals who design, manage, or use survey research.

Please submit abstracts or proposals to Floyd Ciruli, , 2008 PAPOR Conference Chair

I ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS & PROFESSORS!!! I

The Pacific Chapter of the American Associa-
tion for Public Opinion Research Announces its
Seventh Annual Student Paper Competition
Winner and second place finisher will receive a
cash award, travel expenses to the December,
2008 PAPOR Annual Conference in San Fran-
cisco, CA, and spots on the conference program
to present the winning papers. In addition all
entries will be considered for the Poster Ses-
sion at the Conference, so students will have a
chance to present their research.

ket research are welcomed. Specific topics
sought include: substantive findings about pub-
lic opinion, statistical techniques, methodologi-
cal issues, new technologies or methodologies,
or theoretical issues in the formation, change or
measurement of public opinion. We encourage
entries from any fields that employ survey and
opinion research, including political science,
communication, psychology, sociology, market-
ing as well as survey methods.

a Papers related to survey, public opinion, or mar-

Soosssssssssss

Eligible papers will be authored by graduate or
undergraduate students, currently attending
colleges and universities in PAPOR's geo-
graphic region. Entries should not exceed 30
pages total. The entries will be judged by a
panel of survey and public opinion researchers
selected from PAPOR's membership.

Please email with any questions and submit
your paper by email by October 15 ™ 2008
to: Mollyann Brodie, PAPOR Student Paper
Chair mbrodie@Kkff.org .
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Recognizing New 2008 PAPOR Members

Joel Bloom - Univ. at Albany, SUNY ~ Ron Clark - IHR Research Group ~ J. Michael Dennis - Knowledge Networks
Melinda Jackson - San Jose State Univ. ~ Stuart Kasdin - UCSB ~ Jessica Luedtke - San Diego State Univ.
Max Neiman - PPIC ~ Kelly Patterson - Brigham Young Univ. ~ Jennifer Pevar - RAND Corp
Korolyn Pogue - Washington State Univ. ~ Deborah Shultz ~ Andrew Thibault - EMC Research

Andrea Werner-Leonard - Univ. of Alberta, Dept. of Sociology

(From the Field Poll Workshop - held at 2007 PAPOR  Annual Conference)

Bill Ainsworth - San Diego Union-Tribune ~ Mary Ambrose - New America Media ~ Nan Chico CSU — Hayward
Don Dixon CSU — Sonoma JeDon Emenhiser - CSU — Humboldt ~ James Fay CSU — Hayward

Cristina Gastelu KTVU ~ Larry Giventer - CSU — Stanislaus ~ Shane Goldmacher - The Sacramento Bee
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Reminders

August 13th —Notice from CMOR, (Council for Marketing and Opinion Research ), regarding an upcoming workshop
for organizations regarding best practices for protecting personal information and securing data , which will be in the Los An-
geles area. View link: http://www.ftc.gov/opa/2008/06/datasecwksp.shtm

December 11 & 12 —Save the dates — 2008 PAPOR Conference at the Sir Francis Drake in San Francisco.

FALL NEWSLETTER SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER

SEND YOUR IDEAS/ARTICLES/SUGGESTIONS TO GINGER BLAZ IER - GBLAZIER@DIRESEARCH.COM




PAPOR’s Mission

Educate members about the standards of pro-
fessional conduct and ethics for surveys and
public opinion research.

Facilitate networking through annual chapter
conferences contributing to an environment
conducive to the open exchange of information

among all members.

Provide members with the opportunity to en-
hance their business and research skills.

Build and maintain membership within the
chapter.
Educate members about the standards of pro-
fessional conduct and ethics for surveys and
public opinion research.

Facilitate networking through annual chapter
conferences contributing to an environment
conducive to the open exchange of information

among all members.

Provide members with the opportunity to en-
hance their business and research skills.

Build and maintain membership within the
chapter.

WWW.PAPOR.ORG




