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1978 – Proposition 6, the “Briggs Initiative”

Source: Los Angeles Times October 6, 1978



Anita Bryant – Save Our Children

Source: Los Angeles Times February 15, 1977



1978 – Proposition 6, the “Briggs Initiative”

 
 
 1978 Briggs Initiative to ban homosexuals from teaching jobs 
 
 June ’78 
 Primary  
 
 Support 58%   
 Oppose  42 
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“At Least it’s a Fruit Pie.”



1986 and 1988 – Lyndon Larouche and his 
Prevent Aids Now Committee (PANIC)

Proposition 64: Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Initiative 
statute. Declares that AIDS is an infectious, contagious and communicable disease 
and that the condition of being a carrier of the HTLV-III virus is an infectious, 
contagious and communicable condition. Requires both be placed on the list of 
reportable diseases and conditions maintained by the director of the Department of 
Health Services. Provides that both are subject to quarantine and isolation statutes 
and regulations. Provides that Department of Health Services personnel and all health 
officers shall fulfill the duties and obligations set forth in specified statutory provisions 
to preserve the public health from AIDS.

Source: Los Angeles Times Polls
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September 1986 October 1986
Actual Vote
November 1986

For 35% 27% 71%

Against 51 57 29

Don’t know 14 16

Source: Los Angeles Times Polls



Poll Data - California Attitudes Toward Gays and Gay Marriage

From the Field Poll Digests on Gay and Lesbian Rights Issues and Data Releases: 
Approve/Disapprove of gay marriage: 

Approve DisapproveD/Know
1977 28% 59 13
1985 30% 62 8
1997 38% 56 6
2003 50% 44 6
2004 50% 44 6
2006 51% 43 6

From Los Angeles Times California Polling
Do you approve of homosexuality, or is it okay for others but not you, or 
do you oppose it for everyone? 

Approve OK/Others Oppose D/know
1978 21% 35 37 7
1983 13% 45 37 5

Legalize marriage for same-sex couples, or have civil unions that are like marriage but not
called marriage or do you think same-sex couples should not be legally recognized at all? 

Legal Mar Civil Union Neither D/Know
2/2004 32% 38 25 5
4/2004 31% 40 25 4
5/2008 35% 30 29 6

Sources: California Secretary of State and the Los Angeles Times Poll  



A Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage [in California]

1850 – 1999 

1850 marriages between whites and negroes, mulattos, Mongolians and Malays banned 

1948 Perez v. Sharp. Cal Supremes overturn interracial marriage ban 

1962 Illinois 1st state to decriminalize “homosexual acts between consenting adults in 
private”

1973 American Psychiatric Association takes homosexuality off the list of mental illnesses

1975 California’s sodomy law overturned

1977 California Legislature amends the state’s civil code to define marriage as between a 
man and a woman. 

1978 Senator Briggs puts Prop 6 on the ballot. Homosexual teachers, administrators, 
“and their supporters” would be found and removed from school jobs.  Lost 41% to 59%

1986 Lyndon LaRouche puts Prop 64 on the 1986 ballot which lost 71% to 29%. 

1988 LaRouche again, Proposition 69. Also two more AIDS measures: Prop 102 which 
lost 66% to 34% and Prop 96 which won 61% to 39%. 

1999 California Legislature historic vote (without court intervention) to create domestic 
partnerships.  



A Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage in California
March 2000 - Proposition 22

Text of Proposition 22  

Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California.

Source: Los Angeles Times Poll



A Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage in California
March 2000 - Proposition 22

Another proposition on the ballot is Proposition 22, the limit on marriage initiative. Have 
you heard, read, or seen anything about this initiative? (IF YES) From what you know, if 
the primary were being held today, would you be inclined to vote for or against this 
initiative or don't you know enough about it yet to say? 

Yes 32%

No 27

D/K 41

LA Times Poll 
February 2000

March 2000 
Primary

Actual Vote
Yes 55% 61%
No 36 39

D/K 9

As you may know, Proposition 22, the limit on marriage initiative, adds a provision to 
the family code which states that only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or 
recognized in California. 

Source: Los Angeles Times Poll



A Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage in California
March 2000 - Proposition 22

  

Proposition 22 - 
DOMA -  March 7, 
2000 (horizontal) 

 

% voters 
CA 3/2000 
(vertical)

% voters 
CA 

11/2000 
(vertical)  Yes No 

All Voters 100% 100%  61% 39 
Gender           
Male 56% 47%  61% 39 
Female 44 53  57% 43 
Race and Gender           
White men 46% 39%  60% 40 
White women 36 36  55% 45 
Black men 4 2  64% 36 
Black women 3 3  60% 40 
Hispanic/Latino men 4 6  67% 33 
Hispanic/Latino women 3 5  63% 37 
Political Ideology          
Liberal  33% 37%  29% 71 
Moderate 25 29  57% 43 
Conservative 42 34  84% 16 
Party Affiliation ‡        
Democrat  46% 48%  43% 57 
Independent 9 12  58% 42 
Republican 41 36  80% 20 
Party and Ideology          
Liberal Democrat 25% 24%  26% 74 
Moderate/Conservative Democrat 21 18  61% 39 
Moderate/Liberal Republican 12 9  56% 44 
Conservative Republican 29 22  90% 10 
 ‡ Party registration

Proposition 22: Briggs Initiative. 

Shored up 1977 civil code language to 
close “loophole” which would have 
allowed California to recognize same-
sex marriages made in other states.

Who Voted Yes?

Almost all demographic groups and 
the vast majorities of counties. 

Okay, Who Voted No? 

Liberals, Democrats and Jewish 
voters (76%). Only six counties -
San Francisco, Marin, Santa Cruz, 
Alameda, Sonoma and Yolo 
Counties. 

Source: Los Angeles Times Exit Polls



A Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage in California

2004 – Gavin Newsom Sets Off A Chain Reaction
• February – Challenging CA Law, San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom begins issuing 
licenses and marrying same-sex couples in San Francisco.  Many other counties and 
registrars in other states follow suite, including New Jersey, New York, and Oregon. A 
backlash movement of gay marriage bans gets underway as well. 
• March - The California Supreme court halts the marriages, and annulled them in 
August. 

2005 – Another Busy Year
• February - California Supreme Court lets stand a new law amending the domestic 
partners' registry for same-sex couples. 
• March – 9th circuit court rules that the ban on same-sex marriage is illegal.
• June - California Supreme Court issues first-of-its-kind ruling recognizing the co-
parenting rights of same-sex couples. 
• August - California state Assembly approves Senate-passed bill to legalize same-sex 
marriage in CA, 
• September - Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) vetoes bill, citing Proposition 22 as the 
“will of the people”



A Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage in California
November 2008 - Proposition 8

2008 – Nearly 5 Months of Legal Same Sex Marriage until voters called a halt in November. 
Ballot measure passed 52% to 48%, missing keeping same sex marriage legal by two points.

November electorate somewhat unusual and very different from electorate in March 2000. 
Given such big differences, is it true that it reflects real changes in attitudes, or is the 
closeness of the vote merely a matter of difference in who turned out to vote?

Differences in turnout – larger turnout among groups who supported Proposition 8:
• Black voters 10% of 11/2008 electorate compared to 7% in 3/2000. 70% voted “Yes”
• Hispanic voter turnout was at least double what it was in 3/2000. 52% voted “Yes.”
• White evangelicals - 17% this year compared to 12% in 3/2000. 91% voted “Yes.”
• Catholics – 26% in 2000, 30% in 2008. 64% voted “Yes”

increases among a couple of groups who opposed it as well: 
• 38% of 11/2008 electorate were single, compared to 32% in 3/2000. 62% voted “No”.
• 20% of electorate under age 30, compared to 5% in 3/2000.  61% voted “No”

However, a real change in attitude can be found when you look within groups…

Source: Los Angeles Times and Network Pool Exit Polls



California Attitudes Towards Gays and Same-Sex MarriageA Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage in California
November 2008 - Proposition 8 and Proposition 22

A Widespread Decrease in “Yes” Vote

 Increase/Same in Yes Vote 
 
Black 8 
Conservative 1 
Republican 2 
Moderate Republicans 12 
Catholics 5 
Union -2 
 

 
 Percentage point change 
 Increase in No Vote 
 
Married 4 
Women 5 
College grads 6 
Liberals 7 
65+ 7 
Men          8 
White 9 
45-64 year olds 9 
< College Grad 10 
Moderates 10 
Protestants 10 
White Evangelicals 10 
Asians 10 
Non-union households 10 
Single 11 
Independents 12 
Hispanic         12 
Moderate Democrats 17 
18-29 year olds 19 
First time voters 29 
 

 
Turnarounds From Yes to No Vote 
 
 Prop 22 Prop 8 
18-29 58Y 61N 
First time voters 67Y 62N 
Moderate Democrats 61Y 54N 
Whites 58Y   51N 
Asians 59Y 51N 
College Grads 53Y 53N 
Moderates 57Y 53N 
Independents 58Y 54N 
 
10 Counties: Alpine, Contra Costa, Humboldt, Mendocino, Mono, 
Monterey, Napa, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara 
 

 

Sources: California Secretary of State and the Los Angeles Times Poll



County Vote On Prop 22 and Prop 8A Quick History – Homosexuality & Marriage in California
November 2008 - Proposition 8 and Proposition 22

Source: California Secretary of State



Source: California Secretary of State
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