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Voter appraisals of the job the state legislature is doing 
are at an all-time low
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Voter appraisals of Governor Schwarzenegger’s 
job performance are at a personal low
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Democrat Jerry Brown is well-known and is viewed more 
positively than negatively by state voters

Party

Democrats

Age

18-39

65+

Republican

Non-partisan

40-64

No 
Favorable Unfavorable Opinion

57% 18 25

26% 47 27

44% 26 30

33% 19 48

50% 34 16

48% 35 17

All voters

Brown

Favorable

Unfavorable

No opinion 27%

29%

44%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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By contrast, most voters have no opinion about each of 
the three Republican gubernatorial candidates

All voters

Whitman
Favorable

Unfavorable

No opinion

Campbell
Favorable

Unfavorable

No opinion

Poizner
Favorable

Unfavorable

No opinion

Non-partisan/ 
Democrats Republicans others

20 16 15

61%

17%

22%

59%

21%

20%

68%

14%

18%

60 60 63

20% 24% 22%

63 60 52

20 15 29

17% 25% 19%

67 61 72

18 10 12

15% 29% 12%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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Brown holds big early leads over each potential 
GOP challenger in general election match-ups

74% 18% 49%
Brown vs. Whitman

Brown (D)

Whitman (R)

Undecided

Brown vs. Campbell
Brown (D)

Campbell (R)

Undecided

Brown vs. Poizner
Brown (D)

Poizner (R)

Undecided

50%

29%

21%

48%

27%

25%

50%

25%

25%

Non-partisan/ 
Democrats Republicans othersAll voters

9 63 21

17 19 30

76% 13% 43%

8 63 18

16 24 39

76% 16% 49%

6 60 16

18 24 35

Source: October 2009 Field Poll.  (D) denotes Democrat, (R) denotes Republican.
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Huge disparity in voter recognition of the 
Democratic and Republican Senate candidates

Boxer
Favorable

Unfavorable

No opinion

Fiorina
Favorable

Unfavorable

No opinion

DeVore
Favorable

Unfavorable

No opinion 82%

9%

9%

72%

16%

12%

13%

39%

48%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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69% 19% 47%

18 70 35

13 11 18

11% 16% 9%

21 10 16

68 74 75
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10 11 7
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Incumbent Barbara Boxer holds early leads over each GOP 
challenger in general election pairings for U.S. Senate

49% 
Boxer 

(D)35% 
Fiorina 

(R)

16% 
Undecided

50% 
Boxer 

(D)33% 
DeVore 

(R)

17% 
Undecided

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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By a 51% to 38% margin voters believe “fundamental 
changes” need to be made to our state constitution

Needed 
51%Not 

needed 
38%

No 
opinion 

11%

% Needed
Party registration

Democrats

Republicans

Non-partisans/others

Great deal

Some

Little/none

Attention paid to CA gov’t
59%

49%

42%

52%

42%

57%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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Constitutional convention is preferred over a revision 
commission to do the work of constitutional reform

Party registration

Democrats

Republicans

Non-partisans/ 
others

Constitutional 
convention 

51%

Revision 
commission 

38%

3%
No 

opin 
8%

Neither

49%

57%

49%

40%

27%

43%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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Most voters oppose reducing the 2/3 vote requirement 
to pass state budgets to a simple majority vote; 

Big partisan differences

Party registration

Democrats

Republicans

Non-partisans/ 
others

Disapprove 
52%

Approve 
43%

5%

No opinion

53%

25%

47%

49%

69%

41%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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Continuing strong opposition to amend Proposition 13 
to allow the legislature to increase taxes with a 

simple majority vote

Party registration

Democrats

Republicans

Non-partisans/ 
others

Disapprove 
69%

Approve 
27%

4%

No opinion

38%

10%

30%
63%

86%

60%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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Broad support for requiring initiative sponsors 
to identify funding sources or areas to be cut when 

initiatives require additional spending

Party registration

Democrats

Republicans

Non-partisans/ 
others

Disapprove 
17%

Approve 
75%

8%

No opinion

72%

80%

73%

17%

11%

20%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll
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Most voters support requiring a two-thirds 
rather than a majority vote of the people to approve 

amendments to the state constitution

Party registration

Democrats

Republicans

Non-partisans/ 
others

Disapprove 
36%

Approve 
2/3 vote 

56%

8%

No opinion

56%

57%

55%

37%

33%

37%

Source: October 2009 Field Poll


	Slide Number 1
	Very negative voter appraisals of the overall direction�California is heading
	Voter appraisals of the job the state legislature is doing�are at an all-time low
	Voter appraisals of Governor Schwarzenegger’s �job performance are at a personal low
	Democrat Jerry Brown is well-known and is viewed more positively than negatively by state voters
	By contrast, most voters have no opinion about each of the three Republican gubernatorial candidates
	Brown holds big early leads over each potential�GOP challenger in general election match-ups
	Huge disparity in voter recognition of the �Democratic and Republican Senate candidates
	Incumbent Barbara Boxer holds early leads over each GOP challenger in general election pairings for U.S. Senate
	By a 51% to 38% margin voters believe “fundamental changes” need to be made to our state constitution
	Constitutional convention is preferred over a revision commission to do the work of constitutional reform
	Most voters oppose reducing the 2/3 vote requirement�to pass state budgets to a simple majority vote;�Big partisan differences
	Continuing strong opposition to amend Proposition 13 �to allow the legislature to increase taxes with a �simple majority vote
	Broad support for requiring initiative sponsors �to identify funding sources or areas to be cut when initiatives require additional spending
	Most voters support requiring a two-thirds�rather than a majority vote of the people to approve amendments to the state constitution

