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Some evidence that differing
Interpretations were on racial lines

Detroit Free Press
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Race defines Americans' views on Ferguson shooting

Py Josh Pasek, Hakeem Jefferson, Fabian Neuner, and Katie Brown, Detroit Free Press guest writers

Ferguson and our

Reaction to Ferguson Decision Shows Racial Divide Remains Over Views blaCk'WhltC leldC
of Justice : R

S YOU ARE
FACTANK KILLING us

Us.

BEox e R

Ferguson highlights deep divisions - J
between blacks and whites in America | \

BY BRUCE DRAKE | 8 25 COMMENTS news arts &life music topics

Feelings On Ferguson Reflect Deep Racial Divide



Our key gquestion:

I Individuals’ race does alter their
- perceptions of events like Fergusor




An Initial study
Aug 29 - Sept 8, 2014

(3 weeks after the events in question)

e Questions about Ferguson embedded in the first
wave of a four-wave panel study

* Nonprobability survey conducted on Qualtrics,
using panelists sourced from Clear Voice

——
-




Four key questions:

e Given what you have heard, do you think that Darren Wilson, the

police officer, should be charged with murder?

(Definitely should be charged, probably should be charged, probably
should not be charged, definitely should not be charged)

e Given what you have heard, how likely do you think it is that

Michael Brown attacked Darren Wilson, the police officer?
(Not at all likely, a little likely, somewhat likely, very likely, extremely likely)
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Large differences in beliefs

Wilson Should Role of Race
Be Charged Brown Attacked Wilson Brown Had Weapon In Shooting




And the more people said they

had heard about Ferguson . . .




And the more people said they

had heard about Ferguson . . .

Perceptions that Wilson Should Be Charged
By Amount Heard About Ferguson and Race
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Hence

 Evidence of a clear racial divide

* More informed respondents had the most
discrepant perceptions of the incident




Three possible explanations for the
racial divide in Ferguson

1. Racial differences in media exposure

2. Motivated reasoning on the basis of social




The current study
Two-wave panel design

* Nonprobability surveys conducted on Qualtrics

* Quotas to achieve a 50% Black, 50% White sample

e Wave 1 collected June 15-20, 2016; N=1,430




The current study
Two-wave panel design

* Wave 1. Demographics, racial identity, perceptions
of the criminal justice system, racial resentment,
perceptions of Ferguson

* Wave 2. Experimental racial identity prime, scenario
with statement evaluations

™

(7 statements), questions -



The Scenario

Dear Citizen,

We are writing to you on behalf of a local municipality where & police officer was recently
involved in a controversial incident. As you may have heard, there has been increasing
concern with police-involvec shootings throughout the United States. We're looking 1o you
and to other citizens to understand the best way o deal with the incident that has occurred.
We'd like you to put yourself in the role of a local citizen who may be selected to serve on a
grand jury deciding whether the officer should be indicted for acting inaporopriately or
whether he acted in good faith.

Over the course of this survey, we are going to ask you some guestions and present you with
some infermation that might be typical in a grand jury. First, we will ask you a few questions
about yourself. We'll then present you with information gbout the incicent in question,
including an averall description of the incident and a number of witness statements. Asin a
real jury, we hope that you will tell us what you think of these various pieces of information
and what they should contribute ta our overall decision about what we should do about the
incident in question. We have anonymized some details of the event as well as the city in
questio

Your responses to these various pieces of information will help us better determine how to
structure jury decision-making.

We appreciate your assistance. At the end of the survey, we will provice you with contact
details should you have any questions.




Seven individual statements

Chief of Police, at a press conference shortly after the event:

A 6:;47 EM, c¢n the 300 kBluock cfE [ ] Avenue, po_lce were

the acene of a heated argument between twe individuala.
ta the peline »eport, when cur officera arrived, are of —he
individuals, an African-Anerican male 1o his moc-twenties, lacer
detexmined zZc¢ ke [Mz. Taylex], fled the
DfFFficar [Silve~] purned him non fenm for
turnea —o cenfren- the
the time appeaxed

training we previce all of cu~ afficers, Officer

weapen and shet che gub’ect twice at a distance of

*oximately 10 feet. Shaor-ly afterward
arzived at che scene anc che ilncividual was proncunced cead ac J:-3
LM,
Ctficer [S5ilvez] i1s a vetwran police cfficer in the [ ]
Cezpaxtment. He has asexved with competence focr 24 yeara.
has affeved ~he cpparTuniTy to be promcred ta detective

has chesen e zemain a beat ccp. Becently, 1a reccegn_tion

gerxvice o the deparxtment, Cfficer "S2ilver] was FArCec. CLUr

annual “Office> Ixcel lenca Awarac”™.

With raspent ta —he deceased, we are always aacdenedc when ar
incident like this crcu~x in cur ccormnity. Mt whi @ we racret
that this happened, 1t 1 cur Jeb te keep cur community zafe. And
when an individoal thr the safe~y of one of our officers,

or amplied, we nust caxe that chreat sericusly.

Raga~ding wmadia repar~se rvhar [Mr. Tay ear] had a2 warrant out for kie
arzest, this is in fact the case. llowever, the warraant hac neciing
tos de with this paxticular event and was for unpaid traffic —ickez:z

[M=. Taylar] had acerued nver priar monrthsa.,

Excerpt fromn Depesiticn ol Witn -Mrs. Williarms

Where were you when the events occurred?
"I was wa-kine my doe on the other side ©f [ ] Avenue. I had gune
puat. wobh s dog o~ ew mitiacms #arlier ard nobiced M TN AYS
arcguning ar the a~r=e- in front of the ye’ laow houasse, but 7 dida’t
mak2 Toc mach o It at the Zime. 23 I'x wolking back tc ny houase, a
pelice var pulls uw and the oflicer jJumps ovut and starts running
cwnare one af bEhe guys who was arcoing. e trims bo geb sway Dob
seean’t get veary far hafora the afficer cezteres un with 2w, They
wers coming xight toword mz, 3¢ I moved onte the grass and got oct
of the way. From where I wau stunding, it leoked Zixe the guy was
roet in goeod shape . He was bresbhisng henv 1y a2a:d sbarbed conching ss
hre rturmea araund to fzoe the afficer. You know how runnere loak
after they've finished zuaning? Sweaty, hands on head.that’s whet
o yuy wad doing. And the vffiver “ust takes the gun and shoots

An'E believs b, Hoc 1ede’ £ el o up o » o sbruggle -
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Chief of Police, at a press conference shortly after the event:

g T
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Respondents encountered all statements in the same order
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Seven individual statements

Chief of Police, at a press conference shortly after the event:

Az 6:;47 EM, c¢n the 300 kBlock cf [ ] Avenue, po_lce were callec to
the ascene of a heated azgument between twe individuala. According
ta the peline »eport, when cur officera arrived, are of —he
individuals, an African-Anerican male 1o his moc-twenties, lacer
detexmined Zc¢ ke [Mx. Taylex], fled the scene, at wkick poirnz,
OfFficar [Silve~] puraned him non ferm feor approximate’y S0 yares.
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Respondents encountered all statements in the same order

Cepaxtment.
has kean aff

past, he ha

of Kin ges Statements varied in whether they suggested that the officer
behaved appropriately or inappropriately

With raspen

incident 114
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After the statements, respondents were presented with
“excerpts” from additional statements and were asked

to tell us what else they would be Interested in reading

For each of these excerpts, a full statement is available. Plezse select the ones you would be
interested in reading (select as many as you wish).

“This isn’t the first time Officer [Silver] has done something

racist. He rides around here all the time giving out tickets,

harassing people for standing around minding thair own

busiress.”

“There’s no way [Mr. Taylor] turned around to confront the

officer. He lookad like was going to collapse.”

“If ke was trying to surrender to the officer, the way he
turned around is not the way to do it.”

So that individuals’ information environments remained constant,
respondents did not actually get to read the statements, though they
had no way of knowing this would be the case at the time



After all statements, respondents were asked

e (Given what you have heard, how appropriate do you think Officer

Silver's actions were?

(Not at all appropriate, a little appropriate, somewhat appropriate, very
appropriate, completely appropriate)

* Given what you have read, do you think that Officer Silver should be

charged with a crime?

(Definitely should be charged, probably should be charged, probably should not
be charged, definitely should not be charged)

o Given what you have read, how likely do you think it is that Mr. Taylor

Yy — A‘.. | aye a " - e San GESanb d -
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Some expectations

e H1 - Black and W
summary judgme
same information

nite respondents will differ in their

Nts even when they receive the
(evidence of biased processing)

 H2 - Respondent will prefer to read excerpts that

~appear likely to bolster their group identities




Summary judgments (H1)

Whites

e Blacks Nearly identical to what we observed after Ferguson!

(differences were very slightly smaller)

Officer's Actions Officer Should Role of Race
Appropriate Be Charged Taylor Attacked Officer Taylor Had Weapon In Shooting




INnitial conclusions

* Evidence of large differences in how respondents
orocess the same information (H1)

* Respondents are somewhat more likely to seek

nnaenial information (H?2




INn sum

* Blacks and Whites reach different conc
these incidents because they process |

iInformation

usions about

nformation

differently, not because the encounter different

* These differences are partially driven by identity-

- related goals, but are more strongl

shaped by
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of Evangelicalism
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Main approach for categorizing Protestants

* Question 1: What is your present religion if any? Are you Protestant, Roman
Catholic, Mormon, Orthodox such as Greek or Russian Orthodox, Jewish,
Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, atheist, agnostic, something else, or nothing in
particular?

* Question 2: Would you describe yourself as a "born again" or evangelical
Christian, or not?

* Question 3: Which of the following describes your race? You can select as many
as apply. White, Black or African American, Asian or Asian American or some
other race.

www.pewresearch.org



Attendance at religious services

% who say they attend religious services ...

Weekly+ Monthly/yearly Seldom/never DK/Ref.
% % % %

Evangelical Protestant 63 28 9 0=100
White 61 28 10 1
Black 65 29 6 0]
Non-evangelical Protestant 28 46 25 1

White 26 45 28

Black 32 51 16 1

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org



Same-sex marriage

% who allowing gays and lesbians to marry legally
Oppose Favor DK/Ref.
% % %
Evangelical Protestant 65 27 7=100
White 68 25 6
Black 59 33 8
Non-evangelical Protestant 34 57 9
White 33 59
Black 35 54 11

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org



Acceptance of homosexuality
% who say homosexuality should be ...

Discouraged by Accepted by

society society Other/DK/Ref.

% % %

Evangelical Protestant 55 36 9=100
White 59 33 8
Black 48 44 8
Non-evangelical Protestant 26 66 8
White 25 67 8
Black 28 63 9

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org



Evangelical Protestant
White

Black

Non-evangelical Protestant
White

Black

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

Size of government
% who say they prefer a ...

Smaller govt. Bigger govt. w/
w/fewer services more services Other/DK/Ref.

% % %
58 36 6=100
73 22 5
23 71 6
54 38 8
62 30 8
24 69 8

www.pewresearch.org



Government aid to poor

% who government aid to the poor ...

Evangelical Protestant
White

Black

Non-evangelical Protestant
White

Black

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

Does more harm
than good

%
ol
o6l
28

46
50
27

www.pewresearch.org

Does more good
than harm

%
43
34
66

48
44
68

Other/DK/

Ref.
%
6=100
6
7

o o O



%

Evangelical Protestant
White
Black

Non-evangelical Protestant
White
Black

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

Abortion

who say abortion should be ...

lllegal in all/most Legal in

cases all/most cases DK/Ref.
% % %
62 34 4=100
67 30 3
46 48 6
35 61
33 63
35 60

www.pewresearch.org



Evangelical Protestant
White

Black

Non-evangelical Protestant
White

Black

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

Party affiliation

Dem/lean Dem Other/no lean

% who identify as ...
Rep/lean Rep
% %
49 36
65 22
10 79
39 43
47 36
8 80

www.pewresearch.org

%
15=100
13
11

18
17
12

10



2016 vote intention
% who say they intended to vote for ...

Trump/lean Clinton/lean
Trump Clinton Other/DK/Ref.
% % %
Evangelical Protestant 59 34 7=100
White 75 18 7
Black 5 92 3
Non-evangelical Protestant 42 47 11
White 49 40 11
Black S 86 9

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org 11



Evangelical Protestant
White
Black

Non-evangelical Protestant
White
Black

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

% who say they pray...
Daily+ Weekly/monthly

% %

82 15

83 14

84 13

53 30

48 33

70 21

Prayer

www.pewresearch.org

Seldom/never
%
2
2
2

15
18

DK/Ref.
%
1=100
1
1
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Importance of religion

% who say religion is ...

Somewhat Not too/not at
Very important important all important DK/Ref.
% % % %
Evangelical Protestant 85 12 2 1=100
White 84 14 2 0)
Black 92 7 1 0]
Non-evangelical Protestant 50 38 12
White 45 40 14
Black 70 26 4

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org



Belief in God
% who say they ...

Believe in God

w/absolute Believe in God,
certainty less certain
% %
Evangelical Protestant 91
White 92
Black 92 7
Non-evangelical Protestant 66 31
White 62 35
Black 81 18

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org

Don’t believe
%

Other/DK/
Ref.
%
1
14



Religious commitment index

High religious

commitment Medium Low
% % %
Evangelical Protestant 89 10 1=100
White 88 12 1
Black 94 6 0]
Non-evangelical Protestant 53 38 10
White 47 41 12
Black 73 26 1

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org



Biblical literalism
% who say the Bible is ...

Literal word of Word of God, not Not the word Other/DK/

God literal of God Ref.
% % % %
Evangelical Protestant 59 31 5 4=100
White 57 34 5 4
Black 65 26 5 5
Non-evangelical Protestant 23 39 29
White 19 40 32
Black 41 32 18

Source: 2014 U.S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted June 4-Sept. 30, 2014.

www.pewresearch.org
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BRFSS SOGI Optional Module

1. Do you consider yourself to
be:

Read:
1 Straight
2 Lesbian or gay

3 Bisexual

Do not read:

4 Other

7 Don’t know/Not sure
9 Refused

2. Do you consider yourself to be
transgender?

Y/N

If yes, ask “Do you consider yourself to be 1.
male-to-female, 2. female-to-male, or 3. gender
non-conforming?”’

1 Yes, Transgender, male-to-female
2 Yes, Transgender, female to male

3 Yes, Transgender, gender nonconforming
4 No

7 Don’t know/not sure
9 Refused




Demographic Sex Question

Are you...
1 Male
2 Female

(Note: System may populate field from household
enumeration process in landline interviews).




Female Respondents by SOGI Categories

Female
(186,437)

Straight
(175,897)

Yes, Male to
Female (176)

Yes, Female to
Male (270)

Yes,
Nonconforming
(94)

No (174,274)

DNK (744)
Refused (339)

Lesbian or Gay
(1,742)

Yes, Male to
Female (7)

Yes, Female to
Male (10)

Yes,
Nonconforming

(9)
No (1,707)
DNK (3)
Refused (6)

Bisexual
(2,726)

Yes, Male to
Female (16)

Yes, Female to
Male (16)

Yes,
Nonconforming
(21)

No (2,646)
DNK (19)
Refused (8)

Response to sex question

Yes, Male to
Female (7)

Yes, Female to
Male (6)

Yes,
Nonconforming

(9)
No (593)
DNK (26)
Refused (7)

Response to sexual orientation question

- Response to gender identity question

Do Not Know
(1,960)

Yes, Male to
Female (3)

Yes, Female to
Male (8)

Yes,
Nonconforming

(2)
No (1,607)

DNK (303)
Refused (37)

Refused
(3,464)

Yes, Male to
Female (2)

Yes, Female to
Male (5)

Yes,
Nonconforming

(2)
No (1,962)
Refused (1,431)




Male Respondents by SOGI Categories

Male
(133,593)

Straight
(126,613)

Yes, Male to
Female (423)

Yes, Female to
Male (116)

Yes,
Nonconforming
(93)

No (124,750)

DNK (648)
Refused (283)

Lesbian or Gay
(2,386)

Yes, Male to
Female (16)

Yes, Female to
Male (5)

Yes,
nonconforming

(6)
No (2,347)

DNK (11)
Refused (1)

Bisexual
(1,516)

Yes, Male to
Female (40)

Yes, Female to

Male (5)

Yes,

Nonconforming

(23)
No (1,421)
DNK (17)
Refused (10)

Yes, Male to
Female (11)

Yes, Female to
Male (0)

Yes,
Nonconforming

(4)
No (361)
DNK (12)
Refused (3)

Response to sex question

Response to sexual orientation question

- Response to gender identity question

Do Not Know
(984)

Yes, Male to
Female (13)

Yes, Female to
Male (4)

Yes,
Nonconforming

(2)
No (757)

DNK (194)
Refused (3)

Refused
(2,003)

Yes, Male to
Female (6)

Yes, Female to
Male (132)

Yes,
Nonconforming
(132)

No (1,104)
Refused (848)




General Health Indicators By SOGI

Straight M Gay/Lesiban/ Other M Not- transgender M Transgender
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NUMBER OF DAYS PHYSICAL NUMBER OF DAYS MENTAL NUMBER OF DAYS POOR
HEALTH NOT GOOD HEALTH NOT GOOD HEALTH




Who Is Answering DNK or Refusing?
(Transgender/ NE Straight Only)

0 Mean age =59.3

DNK sexual orientation question = 62.5%*
DNK gender identity question = 63.3*
Refusal sexual orientation question = 59.8
Refusal gender identity question = 59.7*

O Percent male total = 38.9

DNK sexual orientation question = 39.1
DNK gender identity question = 39.8
Refusal sexual orientation question= 37.44
Refusal gender identity question = 37.0

O Percent married =47.2

DNK sexual orientation question = 42.1*
DNK Gender identity question = 38.6
Refusal sexual orientation question = 51.2*
Refusal gender identity question = 51.8%*

0 Percent white = 67.3

DNK Sexual orientation question = 60.2
DNK gender identity question = 60.9
Refusal sexual orientation question = 68.4
Refusal gender identity question = 68.6




Summary of Crosstab Results

No pattern of answering sex, sexual orientation and gender
identity
Refusal rates high

= Both male and females

= People may respond DNK or refuse Sexual Orientation and then
indicate that they are transgender

DNK rates higher than other questions

= Do they understand the question
Older, respondents more likely to provide DNK/refusal
Married respondents more likely to refuse to answer
Differences in general health outcomes by SOGI group




A Few Lessons Learned

Don’t make assumptions based on traditional sex questions

= Consider changes in the traditional sex demographic question

Don’t introduce a skip pattern—the transgender questions
should be asked of all respondents

Populations are small (and dispersed) so we still have
problems with weighting/ predictive models

Differences in health outcomes is unexplored territory

Watch the translation process




Questions?

Thank You
ivk7@cdc.gov

For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov  Web: http://www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.




Recap

- RACE:
 Large differences in how respondents process the same information
* Respondents somewhat more likely to seek congenial information, and
- Racial differences in information processing correspond with differences in prior beliefs

* RELIGION.
« Among respondents who identify as "evangelical", religiosity measures look similar, but...
- Differences by race: social issues, partisanship, and vote
* Whites— more Republican, more conservative on social issues, vote Trump
* Blacks— more Democrat, more mod./liberal on social issues, vote Clinton

- SOGI.
« SO—Refusal rates are high, people may respond DNK or refuse but also identify as transgender
« Don’t introduce a skip pattern—the transgender question should be asked of all respondents
* DNK rates higher than other questions
* Do they understand the question? (Spanish translation revision, 20187?)
* DNK responses more likely for older respondents and married respondents
- Differences in general health outcomes by SOGI group—unexplored territory



erinp@surveymonkey.com
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